Lothian Disability Badminton Club – Chairpersons Report January 2012.

First of all may I apologise for the lateness of this AGM. Entirely my fault and I
promise to get things back on track this year. I would also like to apologise for not
being at this years AGM, but unfortunately I am attending a funeral back in Wales.
Thank you to the committee for taking control of the AGM.
The good news is that there has been much activity and success on all fronts in
2011 and things are looking good for this coming 2012.
We have seen quite a number of new players, coaches and volunteers’ joining the
club at both venues and this is pleasing to see.
I am very pleased Bathgate is up and running and I would like to thank Naill and
Cara for getting things going and also to Steve and Susan for helping out on a
number of occasions. This year we have to stabilise this section and I am pleased
that Kirsty (Jones) has also agreed to support the coaching there. We now need to
keep finding new players and will be working with West Lothian Council to
establish a plan of action. This section of the club will be working towards the
entrance level of the West Lothian Club Accreditation shortly.
Musselburgh has now finally moved on to 3 courts, so we must show that we need
the space regularly to justify the added expense. It is good to see quite a few new
faces and the changing dynamics of the club.
We have managed to build our wheelchair stock to 5. Begged or bought we now
have:
Duffy
Olga
Henrietta
Boris
Kevin

-

On loan with Andrew
On loan with Fiona
Purchased from Basketball Club via Steve Duff
acquired!
Thanks to Dave Q for saving this one

There has been much success from the competitive players at 4 Nations, and
International level. I hope that the club provides a small part of the jigsaw that

allows these players to develop. I would suggest that we start an ‘honours list’ that
can be minuted in order for us to maintain a history of the club since it’s inception
in Feb 2008. We should do this now as the list could get very BIG!!!
It has also been great that we have been able to get a number of the volunteers /
coaches through the Basics and level 1 award. We must continue this process in
the future and build a strong base of coaches to service the club. At Bathgate we
must push Naill and Kirsty through their awards as soon as possible and provide
them with every support they need.
I am indebted to all the coaches and volunteers for all their hard work and for
making the club such a fun place to be.
I would like to thank Carol for her exceptional work as treasurer. We now have
very detailed and accurate accounts and along with this Carol has been
instrumental in planning our strategy to obtain grants for the club. I am sure Carol
will be able to inform the group of our success (and failures!) to date. Having the
attitude of “if you don’t ask you won’t get” ensures that we will leave no stone
unturned in our quest for grants and sponsorship. I would like the whole club to
keep their eyes and ears open for any opportunity that will help the club.
I hope that this year we shall also be able to set up a number of fund raising
initiatives. We have discussed ‘bag packing’ and a Ceilidh, and I hope we can
follow these through along with any other ideas. The more self sufficient we get
the better.
Currently the Club Committee has 5 members:
Chairperson
Secretary
Treasurer
Sitting members

-

Lyndon Williams
Karen Foley
Carol McFarlane
Steve Johnson
David Quarrie

I appreciate that we have not met officially as a group and have relied on weekly
discussions and e-mail contact (Thankfully Dave Q is now on-line!). I think for
the record, we should meet a minimum of once a year officially in between
AGM’s. I will suggest a date for this meeting in due course.
I hope that all of you are happy to stand for a further year and help the club move
forward. If there are other members that would like to be part of the committee or
indeed take up one of the officers roles, please put your name forward.
The Club was involved in a taster session at Musselburgh and will be involved in
more this season. These sessions are great for finding new members and at the last
session we found Jamie. We must find more ways to promote the club and ensure
our name gets ‘out there’.

We have also had the pleasure of having Pat (Donald) come along and take
pictures of the players which are proving useful on the facebook page and
hopefully the new web page!
Yes, Fiona (Christie) has offered to set up a website and I look forward to seeing
this progress in the near future.
On the admin side we need to ensure that everyone’s details are maintained and
that all players have signed the photographic consent form. We have all the
correct documents required for the club and must ensure that these are kept up to
date. I shall be working on this as the year progresses. We also need to ensure that
all the coaches / helpers are CRB(PVG) checked.
The club is set up for the members, the coaches, helpers, parents etc. It is social
and educational. We want everyone to get something out of what we do.
I am looking forward to the new season and hope we can again have a successful
and enjoyable year.
Lyndon Williams
Chairperson LDBC

